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Philadelphia District, Corps of Engineers N m(/
Wanamaker Building

100 Penn Square East O,L/ ‘5//"0

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107-3390

- 21 January 2010 ﬁ
Honorable Wendell N. Butler, Jr., " SeesSiEE

Mayor of Chester

City Hall

1 Fourth Street

Chester, Pennsylvania 19013

Dear Mr. Butler,

Reference is made to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Levee Safety Program is
to ensure that levee systems are reliable and do not present unacceptable risks to the public,
property or the environment, with the emphasis on public safety. Two important principles that
guide our program are the shared responsibility among stakeholders at all levels for levec safety
and the need for continuous and periodic project inspections and assessments.

As you know, the USACE, Philadelphia District, conducts routine inspections of your levee
system to verify proper operation and maintenance of projects in its program. Under the USACE
Levee Safety Program, a more detailed inspection, the Periodic Inspection, was added to: verify
proper operation and maintenance; evaluate operational adequacy and structural stability;
identify features to monitor over time; identify changes in design criteria; and improve the ability
to communicate the overall levee condition.

Appropriations from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) have
been assigned to perform the Periodic Inspections of USACE-built levee systems throughout the
nation. Architect-Engineering (A-E) firms currently under contract with USACE will conduct
most of the work, to include the field inspection. The final report results will be discussed with
you, and USACE will then provide copies to you and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. If there are recommendations for future actions, we will work with you to identify
potential temporary and long term measures to reduce risk. A copy of the program brochure is
enclosed for your reference.

The Periodic Inspections are comprised of three key steps:

1. Existing and available data will be compiled in a pre-inspection packet. No new data,
surveys, etc. will be performed; rather, the A-E firm will assess the available information. This
includes information such as design documents, operation and maintenance manuals, previous
inspection reports, emergency action plans, flood fighting records, and any other relevant
information.

2. A field inspection, similar to a routine inspection, but with more detail, will be performed
by a multidisciplinary team. This team will be led by a professional engineer.









